116             FRONTIER AND OVERSEAS SXPIDITIONS FROM INDIA.

There is no necessity for considering this Franco-Burmese Treaty
in detail. It is sufficient to remark that King Thibaw's Government
were evidently bent on welcoming to the upper valley of the Irra-
waddy foreign influence which could not fail at some future time to
trouble the tranquillity of British Burma, and. to engender complica-
tions extending beyond the British Frontier.

The law of the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies authorizing
the President of the French Republic to ratify the Franco-Burmese
Convention of 15th January was not passed till the 24th November
1885. It was published in the Journal Officiale of 26th. November,
the very day that the Burmese Ministers were begging an armistice
from the British General at Ava.

It may be here remarked that this Franco-Burmese Treaty., and
the somewhat unfriendly attitude displayed by the  French Govern-
ment during the negotiations., rendered absolutely impossible,  on
the conclusion of the third Burmese war, any question of deposing
King Thibaw in favour of any other scion of the Barman Royal
House.    The attitude of the French Government, and the intrigues of
Chief reason for annexing      M- Haas, who reached Mandalay in May
Burma,                  1885,  as  Consul of France,  though not

the actual casus belli, may, therefore, be looked upon as the direct
and chief cause of the annexation of Upper Burma to the British
Indian Empire, and of the extinction of the Kingdom of Ava.
An international treaty existing between France and Burma would
have been binding on a Burmese King, but its operation ceased
ipso facto when Burma became part of the British Empire. Annexa-
tion, under these circumstances, was the only way of completely
removing possible causes of friction between France and Britain in
this particular matter,

By the end of 1883 Thibaw's misrule had become so great, and
dacoity so prevalent, that large numbers of inhabitants of Upper
Burma crossed the frontier to obtain the advantages of British protec-
tion. The Kingdom of Ava had by this time sunk to a condition
of anarchy, and the King did not dare venture beyond the inner

enclosure of his Palace.    The greater part
of the  feudatory Shan  States,  forming

nearly half -of the eastern part of the kingdom, had been for about
three years in open rebellion, and in the early part of 1884 a serious